
What teenage

wasteland
Itmay seem liketoday'syouthwould ratherspend
hours on Facebook than do anythinguseful,but short

survey of some teens alreadymaking bigimpacton

the world shows that the kids may yetbe alright
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What teenage wasteland?

They haven't leftschool yet,buttoday'steens

already have prettygood idea of what they

^m^
want to do with theirlivesand how they am

planto make itbig.By ElihayVidal

You can bad-mouth them untilthe cows come

home and say thattheyjustdon'tmake kids like

theyused to. You can blame television and the

Internet for destroyingevery lastbitof good in

them, startingwith teens' socialskillsand ending
with theirculturalworld.

You can look down at them in wonder and condescension

from the heightsof age and complainthat if this is what our

future looks like,then we're introuble.

But if we take moment to examine few of the trees that

make up the forest, completelydifferentpictureof the youth

in our midst emerges one great deal more positive,vital,

and optimistic.

Assuming thatthe handful of teenagers we spoke with inre-

cent weeks constitutesany indicationof the hundreds of thou-

sands of teens that fillIsrael, it looks like we will be in great

shapein .0202We did not presume to select representative

samplefrom allgeographicregions,demographicstrata, and

the rest of the data the Central Bureau of Statisticscallsfor.

We simplylooked for teenagers that are alreadydoingsome-

thinguseful with themselves. which attests to theirmotivation;

somethingthat willresonate in Israelin 10 years'time.

During our search, we expected to encounter introverted

teens, enslaved by the Internet to create profilepicturesand

Facebook status updates;kids who speakwretched Hebrew,

alienated from Israelisocietyand culture, and whose entire

world islimited to realityTV. But our preconceptionsconcern-

ing teenagers turned out to be utterlywrong.

We had no trouble finding group of teenagers; high-

school students who are already seizing their destinyand

their future with both hands, and doingsomething meaning-

ful.This group of kids includes young and talented entre-

preneur, budding television star and social activist who

devotes most of her time to the community.

We found young peoplewho do indeed spendhours in front

of the computer, but know how to make the most of itspositive

aspects -as work tool, source formining information,and

means forpersonalgrowth.
We found boys and girlswho are involved inIsraelisociety

to the pointwhere theyare capableof criticizingitharshly,on

the one hand, but willnot forgotheirrightto defend itmilitar-

ily.We found teenagerswho speakfluent Hebrew and phrase
theiropinionswith claritythat could put adults to shame.

But no lessimportantly.these teens are professionalsat utiliz-

ingallthe tools theyhave been given to wend theirway through

the complex and convoluted world we livein.

Money, for example, serves as tool at thisstage in their

lives.and not as an end in itself.They do not hide behind cli-

ches or bury their heads in the sands of ideology they ac-

knowledge the importanceof money and itscentralityto their

lives, and treat itas yet another means on the pathto attaining
theirpersonalgoals.

They tend to use aggressivewords like"power" and "in-

fluence" to describe themselves, but also want to bringthose

around them happinessand pleasurewhile theyare at it.

Let us hope that this group and the thousands of other

teens theyrepresent willbe the rule,and not exception, tie-

cade from now. Not allof them are likelyto get where theyare

hopingto in 10 years. few will get lotfarther than theyare

planning;others willchannel theirskillsinto new and surpris-

ingdirections.

Some willshine in the business arena, and others willimpact

societywithout receivingmedia publicity.
One thingiscertain:If Israel'ssocietyand economy in 2020

lookanythinglikethisgroup today,we've got pretty good

future ahead of us
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1I'vedeveloped taste for risk
Eviatar Shoshani Gvion serves todayas the CEO of the Moral

Company, founded as part of young entrepreneurs projectat

the WIZO Hadassim School. Moral won first placein competi-

tionfor itsproduct,Gumilon, for which an internationalpatent
has been registered.

Gumilon is stripof reusable elasticrubber, designed

for hanging up lots of balloons and other decorations sim-

plyand quickly.The initial market for Gumilon is mainly

parents who hold children'sbirthdaypartiesat home, and

Moral hopes to introduce itto institutionalclientsas well,

such as schools,nurseries and commercial party and event

planners.

How did you enter thisfield?

"The projectoperatesallover Israel,in the form of after-

school clubs.What attracted me the most was the fact that the

group that won nationallylastyear reached fourth placein the

internationalcompetitionwith their invention. The process

was fascinatingfrom the start, even before was chosen to

lead the company. During the first stage was surprisedto

see how many ideasyou have to think of before you can

pointto the one you want to run with.

"At our first meetingsthe team came up with

poolof 300 ideas which we pareddown to 50 for

development.In accordance with the advice

we received from adult entrepreneurs, we

understood thatpeopleare lookingfor some-

thingsimple,and that'swhy we went with

Gumilon. Then the business leader presented
the group with the various functions in the com-

pany: marketing,advertising.logistics,finances,

human resources, publicrelations and develop-
ment. was chosen as company director and part of the

jobisto make sure everythingkeepsmoving forward.

"Now we're in difficultplace,since the national compe-

tition is over and we aren't gettingbusiness advice anymore.

The other groups ended theirprojects,but since we won, we

have to continue to the internationallevel,to representIsraelin

Portugalin March."

What do you want to be when you grow up?

"Before the project thought would be lawyer like my

dad but now I'm sure 111look for somethingin business or de-

velopment,perhaps sales,or marketingor advertising."

What doyoulikeaboutbusiness?

'I'vedeveloped taste for riskand the excitement of orga-

nizingeverythingand feelingthatthe business isinyour hands.

It was the firsttime did anythingthat was ail mine, without

grown-ups involved.We had no limitations.And so I'm pretty

sure 111 developin this direction."

Who has influencedyou the most?

"The CEO of the company thatwon the previouscompetition,

Dikla Cohen. That group invented Prize Soap,which resembled

the Kinder chocolate egg with surpriseinside,meant to en-

courage children to wash theirhands. Itwas the firsttime that

Hadassim won the national competition,and they reached

fourth placeinternationally.And our projectleader,Avinoam

Epstein.He was tough but fireball.He cut us down to size,

and the resultsare evident inour victory."

How importantto you isbeingsociallyacceptable'
'We're very tightwith each other in our grade and I'm ac-

cepted;I'm very activein scouts. Once, when wasn't the king
of our grade in juniorhigh,it was more importantfor me to

be accepted,and when started climbingthe socialladder it

was importantto me. Now itinterestsme lessbecause we're in

groups and everyone has his own friends."

What would make you consider yourself success in the

future?

"It doesn't matter what happens with the project,[but]I'm

hoping to succeed. Some peopletry hard to get everything;

have tendencyto leave difficultthings in the middle.

But this projectchanged me and from now on I'm not giv-

ingup. I'm convinced I'llsee the fruitsof this in the future,

and real success, from my pointof view, is learningabout

."myself and the world
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